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THE HEROISM OF THE GREEK ORTHODOX 
CHURCH 


News of Church conditions in the Balkans 

is scanty and infrequent. Some months ago, 

- however, the Metropolitan of Carystia, Pan- 

teleimon; escaped to the Middle East. He 

gave an interview to the Cairo representative 

of the New York Greek paper, The National 

Herald, in which the heroic part played by 

the Orthodox Church in Greece is revealed. 

_ The following is a translation from the paper 
and includes the bulk of the article :— 


_ The unexpected subjection of our nation 
to Germany, and to Italy in subjugated Al- 
_bania, has created a new world of obligations 
' and new methods to meet them. The Church 
_ retained its organisation and again prepared 
to take up its heavy mission. The tempest 
had destroyed almost everything, but the 

4 Church, firmly rooted, spread wide its 

_ branches to take under its benevolent shade 

j the persecuted people of Greece. 


It was fortunate that in these cruel cir- 
Pistances the Archiepiscopal Throne of 
_ Greece should be occupied by Archbishop 
Bamascenos, a man gigantic in soul and 
_ stature to whom the eyes of all the enslaved 
- Greeks are turned. This great Primate, en- 
'dowed with physical power, sympathy, a 
good appearance, good judgment, integrity, 
remarkable intelligence, diplomatic skill and 
“intense patriotism, is just the person to oc- 
_cupy this thorny throne. He is the true type 
get Greek Archbishop who succeeds in impos- 
ing himself even on the conquerors, who, 
with a real admiration for his capabilities 
-and the inexplicable awe which he inspires, 
accept his interventions. These frequently 
result in protecting and alleviating the un- 
ppy people of Greece. 


“Behold our Flag! God has given it to us” 


The same thing is happening in all the 
dioceses of Greece. They are confronting 
their difficulties in the spirit of our national 
traditions. The first care of all the Arch- 
bishops is to strengthen the spirit of the 
people, and especially of the champions of 
Albania, disillusioned by misfortune. 


In the ravines, on the virgin peaks of the 
mountains, wherever it was possible to con- 
centrate our young fighting men, there the 
bishops—far from the surveillance of the 
conquerors—strengthened their spirits and 
succeeded in inspiring them with hope, I 
should rather say belief, in the day of free- 
dom for the nation. 


These meetings are true national religious 
rites. 


One thing only caused deep pain—they 
could no longer see our blue and white flag 
waving, bringing peace to their souls. 


Then the bishops, pointing to the blue sky 
of Greece and the white light of day, used 
to say to them regularly: ‘Behold our flag, 
children! The Creator Himself has given it 
to us, and no conqueror has power to lower 
it. From the early morning when God causes 
the day to dawn until night falls, look all the 
time at the blue colour of the sky and sea 
and the white light of day, and you will have 
our flag always before you.” 


Help to British Soldiers 


While these efforts continue and their im- 
mediate results move to tears those who can 
follow them, the attention of the Greek 
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Church is also directed to those of ng- 
lish Allies who have succeded in escaping 
capture. ae ¥ 
All these sought the aid of the enslaved 
Greeks, Splendid, inconceivable were the 
scenes which took place in this drama all * 
over Greece. The houses of the Greeks, their 
villages and towns, everything that could 
shelter our persecuted Allies, opened wide 
their gates to receive and protect them lov- 
ingly. This occurred during the terrible time 
when thousands of Greeks were dropping 
dead in the streets from hunger. And yet 
those whom our people protected were never 
deprived of their means of sustenance. This 
love and protection often resulted in perse- 
cutions, tortures, martyrdoms and shootings. 


The clergy of the Orthodox Church of 
Greece with unshakable faith in the sacred- 
ness of the struggle and in the national tradi- 
tions which are a holy but heavy inheritance 
for them, to-day hold the whole of enslaved 
Greece in their strong hands. The gigantic 
Archbishop Damascenos is henceforward the 
“Father” of all the enslaved children of the 
Church. The eyes of all of them are turned 
to him. With his immense stature he con- 
fronts the conquerors, and he protects the 
people with all the dignity of his office and 
character as a Greek. He has succeeded in 
saving the lives of thousands who were con- 
demned to death. 


Social Work of the Church 


Before the Red Cross began its saving 
work, the Church held things together with 
its excellent organisation of Christian soli- 
darity. It carried on canteens, clinics, help 
for the children and care for the prisoners, 
and so the Church with its love relieved much 
suffering. 


I remember one moment when it was no 
longer possible to continue to care for the 
families of those who had been seized as 
hostages, taken prisoners, or shot. The 
Archbishop sought leave officially to start a 
public collection for these families. The con- 
querors refused point-blank to give leave. 
Then the Archbishop went in person and 
protested decisively: “You have no right to 
deny to the Church her duty of caring for 
the innocent families of men whom you have 
tortured and shot for your own reasons.” 


He spoke so resolutely that they were — 


afraid, and gave their consent. The Church 
lights a holy flame which kindles the hearts 
of the Greeks. And not only do these suc- 
ceed in keeping Greece undefiled in their 


nemy, and show clee 
can never be enslaved. 


The Story of Crete 


The priests are carrying on the struggle in 
cruelly-tortured Crete. On the free mountain 
tops with our heroic insurgents, the Metro- 
politan of Kozane, Joachim, is a true father 
and spiritual leader. 


Only when this dreadful calamity has 
passed, and the world is at peace again, will 
be made manifest the inestimable contribu- 
tion which the Church has made to the | 


- struggle which our Allies are carrying on 


against the barbarians. 


It is not easy to describe the terrible 
things, the persecutions which the ministers — 
of the Church in Greece have to confront | 
every day. | 

In much-tormented Crete whole hecatombs - 
of priests and monks have been sacrificed by 
the barbaric conquerors. And the same thing 
is happening all over Greece. 


The Metropolitan of Klassona, Kallinicos, 
was taken with all sorts of humiliations to 
the concentration camp for hostages at La- 
rissa. The Bishop of Kissamos and Selines, 
Eudokimos, was sentenced to death by the 
German court martial and taken to the place 
of execution. Fortunately at that very 
moment news was received of a reprieve. 
ae was not executed but was exiled from 

rete. | : 


The very aged Metropolitan of Crete, 
Basil, was himself condemned to death, but 
he also was reprieved. He was, however, 
exiled from Crete and has been ill in a hospi- 
tal in exile for the last two years. Some- 
where in camp as military chaplain to a 
Greek battalion, is Nikolis Neonakis. A short 
time ago he came from Crete, his martyred 
native land. I think he ought to be called to 
give his own testimony as to what the Ger- 
mans did. They killed his whole family. 
They shot his aged father after cruelly tor- 
turing him. When they had succeeded in 
seizing the priest’ himself, they threw him 
into a tiny prison about a metre high. They ' 
kept him, crouched in there for 28 days.., 
without food, water, covering or a seat, not: | 
allowing him to go out from this dreadfu)! 
cage even for necessary purposes. (All the’ 
time he lived on a piece of soap which he 
happened to have with him.) He cannot get 
over it even to-day. 


Again in martyred Crete, just when the 
Archimandrite Photios Theosakis, the heac! 
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ut on Vv sstments, ‘and was burying a 
young soldier whom the Germans had Shot 
that day, a detachment of Germans burst into 
the church and seized him, They pulled off 
his sacred vestments, his cassock and even 
his underclothing, leaving him quite naked, 
as he came out of his mother’s womb, and 
dragged him out of the church. With him 
they dragged four old Cretans, laymen, whom 

| they had also stripped naked. For three days 
the Germans marched them naked through 
‘the streets, beating them incessantly. Then 
they took them to the place where they were 
to die, made them open the pits and then shot 

_ them and buried them while their bodies were 

yet quivering. During all this, the Archiman- 

_ drite Photios confronted them with contempt, 

saying: “If you kill me there will be one 
Greek the less. But Greece has thousands of 

young men who will free her from your 
barvarity. «<<: : 

One event grieved me more than anything 

else. The Germans had left one train a week 

‘for the ordinary use of people going from 
-Chaleis to Athens. I managed to travel by 
it one day to Athens, and I was fortunate to 
escape insults, thanks to the patriotic railway 
“men who, as soon as they saw me, hurried to 
get me safe into a compartment of the post 
office van. A very old priest, however, was 
not so fortunate. He was waiting for the 
train at the station of Skematarion. He could 
hardly walk upright from old age and from 
the suffering which was written plainly on 
his aged face. He was going to Athens be- 
-cause they had told him that the Germans 
| aes seized his son and he did not know what 

ad happened to him. As soon as the train 

stopped he tried to get into a carriage. A 
German official struck him violently, shouting 
loudly. The old man could not stand up and 

ag to the ground. 


His face was bleeding and his wounds were 


‘filled with the coal dust which covered the 


place. “Oh, my mother!” was all the old man 
gould say, and tried to get up from the ground 
here he had fallen but could not drag him- 
self up. My hair stood up at the scene and 
I got down at once from the compartment in 
the post van and went to the place where the 
old priest was lying and tried to lift him up, 
with reverence for his old age and sympathy 
ith his sufferings. Many others gathered 


s thin hands and began to lament at what 
as happening in our native land: “Ah, my 
xreece! Ah, my native land! To what are 


n Herakleion, had — 


‘you reduced! I shall not live to see you free!” 
‘The impression was most moving. All who 


were there wept bitterly for the misfortunes 
of Greece and sobbed indignantly over the 
barbarism of the “civilised” Germans. They 
all tried to comfort the old man, caressing 
his bleeding hands. One of the railway em- 
ployees said to me indignantly: “And yet 
these people want us to like them! How can 
we love them after such barbarities?” 


The Greek Orthodox clergy in all the great 
vicissitudes of our nation stand as the true 
and loving protectors of the oppressed and 
enslaved Greek people. The Greek clergy 
soothe their wounds and wipe away their 
tears. The Greek clergy kindle the hearts of 
the people and prepare them for the great 
day of their deliverance. 


A GREETING TO CHINA 


The Archbishop of Canterbury has sent the 
following greeting to readers of The Chun- 
king Bulletin, issued daily for the English- 
speaking community in China. It was ex- 
pected to appear there on Christmas Eve :— 


“I very much appreciate the opportunity 
of sending a message at this season to the 
British and English-speaking community in 
China. It is-fully understood in England how 
great are the endurances and sacrifices which 
all peoples in China are readily accepting as 
the price of freedom for the days to come. 

“Christmas is in a special sense the season 
of hope. It is this because it is peculiarly the 
children’s festival, and on the children our 
hopes for the future of the world are set. 
But still more it is the season of hope because 
it commemorates the Birth of Him Who 
brought, and still brings, hope ot the souls 
of men. If we try to describe the world we 
hope to see, can any words come nearer to 
the heart of our aspiration than to say it.is a 
world where men live by the teaching of 
Christ. And if we ask how we may expect 
to see such a hope fulfilled, do we not find the 


. answer in the new power that came into the 


world when Christ was born, and which has 
been found by those who really rely on it to 


- supply our moral needs. 


“The great need of the world is for a com- 
mon standard by which all are ready to be 
judged and a new power to live in conformity 
with that standard. Both are to be found in 
one place alone—in the Love which came 
down at Christmas. 

“So, separated as we are by the width of 
the whole world and the exigencies of hideous 
war, let us join together in all the merriment 
of Christmas, in its familiar hymns and 
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~ carols, but above all in the united worship of 


the Heavenly Child, praying that as He was 


born at Bethlehem, so now He may be born 
- in our hearts to live and reign there, filling 
us with the energy of His own divine love.” 


A BRIGADE “SOLDIERS’ CHRISTIAN 
ORDER” : 


The Methodist Recorder for December 9th 
carried the following account of an interest- 
ing religious experiment in the Army, to 
which brief reference has already been made 
in Spiritual Issues. 

“An example of chaplaincy enterprise is 
revealed in a story that has come to me from 
one of our Methodist chaplains. In February 
a Religion and Life Week was arranged in 
a certain locality. It was for Servicemen 


only, and had the approval and co-operation 


of the local ministers and clergy. It was a 
wonderful week, and large audiences gath- 

ered every night to hear the special speakers. 
“The outstanding meeting, however, was 
_ on the final Sunday night, when the Rev. P. 
Middleton Brumwell, C.B.E., M.C., addressed 
a large audience in the local cinema. He 
challenged those who were prepared to go 
‘all out’ to establish a Christian Order in 
society, to sign their names at the foot of 
their hymn-sheets, thereby associating them- 
selves with the aim of the week. 

“The challenge was accepted by about fifty 
men, who immediately met together to dis- 
cuss the next step. A most important deci- 
sion was then made that there should be an 
attempt to keep alive the spirit of the week 
by meeting regularly in unit groups for the 
discussion and study of all important Chris- 
tian issues. This decision was carried into 
practice, and the groups met regularly until 
May. But, while of value, the groups made 
little real growth, and therefore a special 
meeting was called to review the whole situa- 
tion. This meeting apparently decided that 
the groups were too individualistic, and must 
be brought into closer co-operation with each 
other if the aim for which they were started 
was to be attained. Thus we see the birth of 
a movement which, I think, is unique in the 
annals of the British Army, a Brigade Sol- 
diers’ Christian Order. 

“All the units in the Brigade were repre- 
sented at the foundation meeting of the Or- 
der and under the guidance of the Brigade 
commander the following resolutions were 
adopted :— 

1. That a clear statement of policy and 
aim should be drawn up, and all prospective 
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membership card, with details of the aim | 
and policy printed on its reverse side, should || 
be available for all interested. 

“3. That the undenominational character 
of the movement should be clearly empha- 
sised, and that, so far as possible, it should 
be in lay hands, the chaplains being used 
only in an advisory capacity. 

“4, That there should be a Brigade Com- | 
mittee made up of representatives from each | 
Unit. (It is interesting to note the elected 
committee comprised both officers and men.) 


“5. That the group activities should be 


centred in the various squadrons rather than } 


in the regiments, and that these smaller 
weekly groups should unite at regular inter- | 
vals for a special effort which should cover | 
the whole Brigade and serve to co-ordinate 
the movement. 


“6. That these squadron groups should be | 
guided by a committee from the squadron |{ 
concerned, comprising one officer, one ser- | 
geant, and two junior ranks. 


“7. That a Field Library, in care of the {f 


padre, should be formed, and that any finan- 
cial obligations in this or any other matters 
should be met as they arise. 


“8. That the first of the special efforts 
i.e., for July, should take the form of a week- 


.end conference, July 23rd to July 25th 


inclusive. 


“The conference was a great success. 
Some eighty men from all parts of the Bri- 
gade met at a large country mansion, away 
from Army environment, and quickly settled 
in to a week-end of fellowship and study. | 
Three special speakers, widely known from 
their activities with the Religion and Life |} 
movement, gave talks and led the resulting | 
discussions, and together with the two padres |} 
also formed a religious brains trust. 


“The great benefit resulting from the con- 
ference, quite apart from the individual 
stimulus, was to make the men who had 
joined the Order really conscious of their 
unity in the Brigade. They came to realise |) 
that their unit group was not an isolated | 
endeavour, confined to a single squadron, 
but part of a Brigade-wide movement. ‘To 
form a company of Christian soldiers who 
know and express the Christian principles 
which are so vital in the bringing in of a 
good order on earth.’ ” : ; 
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